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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER TO VISIT HANOI, VIETNTIANE 
REE: KUALA LUMPUR 1229 

1 . DURING THE COURSE OF A MAY 1 ASEAN DINNER AT THE INDONESIAN 
EMBASSY, FOREIGN MINISTER TENGKU AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN SAID THAT HE 
WOULD VISIT HANOI "NEXT MONTH." THE MEA HAS TOLD US PRIVATELY 
THAT NO EORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT OE THE VISIT HAS YET BEEN MADE, BUT 
SIAD THAT RITHAUDDEEN WILL VISIT HANOI MAY 22-25 AND WILL ALSO VISIT 
VIENTIANE MAY 25-27. CONTRARY TO WHAT WE WERE TOLD IN FEBRUARY 
(REETEL RITHAUDDEEN WILL NOT GO TO PHNOM PENH THIS TRIP; PRESUM- 
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ABLY DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS lENG SARY DID 
NOT AGREE TO SUCH A VISIT DURING HIS STOP IN KUALA LUMPUR 
IN MARCH. RITHAUDDEEN'S VISIT TO 

VIETNAM AND LAOS WILL BE THE EIRST BY A CABINET-LEVEL GOM 
OFEICIAL SINCE THE COMMUNIST TOAKEOVERS IN THOSE COUNTRIES. 

2. RITHAUDDEEN, WHO IS NOW IN EUROPE, VISITING POLAND, RUMANIA 
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AND FRANCE, WILL ALSO THIS MONTH TRAVEL TO TRIPOLI FOR THE 
ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTER'S CONFERENCE. HW WILL RETURN TO KUALA 
LUMPUR FROM TRIPOLIE ABOUT MAY 19 AND BE OFF FOR HANOI THREE 
DAYS LATER, THUS SPENDING MOST OE THE MONTH OF MAY OUTSIDE 
THE COUNTRY. 

UNDERHILL 
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